[Case of lymphangioleiomyomatosis associated with protein-losing gastroenteropathy].
A 29-year-old woman was referred to our hospital for the intensive examination of leg edema and hypoproteinemia. CT scan of showed multiple thin-walled cysts in both lungs, suggesting lymphangioleiomyomatosis. CT scan of the abdomen, lymphoscintigraphy showed enlarged abdominal lymph nodes. Protein loss from the gastrointestinal tract was documented by measurement of the clearance of alpha-1 antitrypsin from the plasma using a 72 h stool collection and (99m)Tc human serum albumin scintigraphy. We thought that secondary lymphangiectasia with lymphangioleiomyomatosis caused protein-losing gastroenteropathy. Dietary therapy resulted in symptomatic improvement.